
■•■^r ?t »T-»' T f- rf- gt' g.- tr' ' 



rEKt: r . - • ... . t - ; • , . t :*|r|rt'nited States Potent and Trademark Office: : r^^' T 

T<rH-5^l2^>i; T?fet5tiiH*5B*s-ri=t^:; -r?'ii^n^ - - -'3fefe-.-"'-TT-T- ::j ^ U ! u :^ ^iiig^j^^-.'CXDIvfMiSSf ONER FOR PATENTS* if^r^^ 'Tf^'fHIIff^ 



■ .Alexandria, V'irghiia 223 13- 1 450 



APPLICATION NO. 



FCLIMG DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOil | ATTOKNBY D(X:KET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO. | 



10/764,618 



0l/26.'2004 



Kenji fiiouc 



iaN96i;SA 



270 75V(> 04'1 3/2005 

HOWSON AND HOWSON 

ONE SPRING HOUSE CORPORATION CENTER 

BOX 457 

321 NORRISTOWNROAD 
SPRING HOUSE, PA 19477 



L 



EXAMfNEK 



HUG, ERIC J 



ARTUNJT 



PAPER NUMBER 



1731 

DATE MAILED: 04/13/:2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



OfficB Action SuifiniQrv 


Application No. 

10/764.618 


Appiicant(s) 

INOUE, KENJI 


Examiner 

Eric Hug 


Art Unit 

1731 





» 7/ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover shoot with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 [VIONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)12 Responsive to (X)mmunication(s) filed on 26 January 2004 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) ii8 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) \3 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 12 Claim(s) ii8 Is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) Is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 12 The drawing(s) filed on 26 January 2004 is/are: a)S accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) 12 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)l2 All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .[2 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Applicatic)n No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application flrom the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1 ) 12 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten/iew Summary (PT0413) 

2) □ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) 12 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PT01449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country^ more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the IMted States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the uivention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an appUcation for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international appUcation designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1, 2, 4-6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gstrein (US 6,383,339). Gstrein discloses a web transfer belt con5)rising a base body, a machine 
side layer, and a paper side layer, whereby the paper side layer is a polymeric layer that 
comprises fibrous material (15) on the surface. The fibrous material is needled to the polymeric 
layer and then subsequently fixed thereto via thermo-mechanical treatment. Thxis, the fibrous 
material is partially embedded into the polymeric layer and protrudes from the surface of the 
belt. The fibrous siu-face of the belt allows the penetration of water to a limited distance within 
the belt, therefore it is porous. Figure 5 shows a press section in a closed-draw papermaking 
machine that utilizes the transfer belt. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4-6, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Hagfors et al (US 6,605,188). Hagfors discloses a web transfer belt for a paper machine, 
comprising a base structure (2) and a fiber batt layer (3) attached to the base structure and facing 
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the fiber web. The fiber batt layer provided with a polymer matrix (4) at least partially 
in5)regnating the fiber batt layer (3). The fiber batt layer con5)rises at least two fibers with 
different sxirface properties, the transfer belt surface being provided with hydrophilic and 
hydrophobic fibers of differing polarity, hydrophilicity, electric charge, surface energy, fi^iction 
properties, degree of fineness, and/or porosity. Some of the fibers are exposed at the siuface. 
The belt is used for transferring a web fi*om a press felt or a press fabric forward to a press nip, or 
for transferring the web fi'om the press nip onward, or for transferring the web to another belt 
(equivalently a closed draw), or to transfer the web fi'om one process stage to another. 

3. Claims 1-3 and 5-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Eklund et 
al (US 5,298,124). Eklund discloses a web transfer belt for closed-draw transfer of a web in a 
papermaking machine. The belt conqjrises a reinforcing base layer, a paper side layer con5)rised 
of polymeric material, and a back side layer con:5)rised of textile material. The paper side layer 
includes discrete filler particles embedded within the polymeric material, of which some 
particles are exposed at the surface of the belt. Kaohn clay (column 15, lines 38-49) is one 
suggested filler material, which is inherently porous. 

The prior art made of record and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to appUcant's 
disclosure. 

FitzPatrick et al (US 6,465,074) discloses am in5)ermeable press belt also usefiil as a 
transfer belt conq^rising a woven base fabric that is partially exposed at the surface. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commxmications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eric Hug whose telephone number is 571 272-1 192, The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 571 272-1 189. The fax phone nimiber for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system Status information for pubUshed appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




